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1921 TO BE MOTOR
TRANSPORT YEAR

Efficiency in Business DemandsGreater Use of
Automobiles.

f
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.Export Market Offers Great

Opportunities to American
Auto Makers.

By CHARLES CLIFTON,

President National Automobile Chamber
of Commerce.

1021 will bo a transportation year.
Every business and every product is

called upon to face its part in the reconstruction.Waste must be cut. Extravagancemust be eliminated. Efficientmethods must prevail.
The salesman who goes afoot or dependson irregular train service when

ho could double his productivity by usinga car must go into the discard. The
real estate man who depends on trolleys
alone will find his business seriously
curtailed. The farmer who depends on

a team to connect him with the town

will And his family discontented, his
farm shunned by the hired man and
his profits reaching the zero point
The farmer, moreover, is the heaviest

buyer, .of car*., ning over a third of
all automobiles registered. The rural
districts of tho United States purchased
60 per cent, of the 1920 motor vehicle
output. Of the cars in this country 33

per cent, are owned in communities of
3.000 population or under, and 55 per
cent, are owned in districts of 5,000
population or under.

Thia in to he a vear of conservatism
when the weak will go to the wall and
the strong will add to his strength.

People will want cars.
But they will not ask as in years gone

by: How much speed? How much comfort?How much prestige?
The test will be: How much economy

In transportation? How much gain to

toy business?
These are questions which the automobilecan answer with satisfaction to

the sternest interrogator. In a year
when efficiency in transportation will
fco ossential, the passenger car and
truck will have an opportunity to prove
their worth to a degree not realized in
the times of superprosperity.
We may or may not see the volume of

orders which piled into the factories in
the first half of 1920. That period representedthe demand of a market which
had been starved for two years, plus the
Immediate requirements of the day. On
the other hand, each succeeding year
brings greater needs for hauling of goods
and passengers from point to point,
greater economies in time. Consequentlyproduction schedules are likely to
Show a steady growth as time goes on.
This is not vacant optimism. A forecastwithout facts would, Indeed, be like

a ship without a rudder, directed by the

passing breeze. Prophecy must be
guided by the hard logic of the known
elements.
We know that fundamental business

ponditlons are sound.
Wo know that the automobile is one

Bf the primary transportation units.
We know that the owner realizes to

an increasing degree that the possession
Of a car is an extension of his power In
business, as well as a wldener of his
Boclal contacts.

I^ct us examine the fundamental bust-
boss conditions. The country is rich.
^Products abound. Eventual prosperity
is inevitable. The 1920 harvests have
been better than average. Labor is
Biore plentiful and more efficient than
during the war and post-wat*years. The
foreign exchange situation Is Improving.
Railroads are better able to handle long
haul business. Cars and trucks are
available in greater numbers than ever

b< fore.
Ruslnoss contraction has been due to

a shortage of credits, not to a lack of
goods. After the war, after the high
prices and speculation, a period of pruningwas inevitable. When one looks
back to 1873 and to 1903 one realises
that the i«adju*tm«nt has come with
surprisingly small discomfort. Trice declineshave taken place rapidly, and
Ss soon as the public realizes that the
Jow» price levels have been reached
there will be a resurge of trade.
The degree of business ublllty to be

found among the manufacturers of cars
and trucks is shown by the growth of
the Industry. For twenty years the
piuklng of motor vehicles has been gainingsteadily. One exception Is to be
found In the year 1918 when the producersof passenger cars voluntarily curtailedtheir output In order to make airplanes,potts and other Instruments of
Bar. Here is the record:
Tear. Number.
1*90 3,700

1!"« 11,000
1904 21.975
1905 25,000

lPf|d 34.000
>997 44.000

TS'IS <1.5,000
1999 127.731
1919 187.000
1911 210.000
1912 378,000
1913 48.5.000
191 I .500,04."

1915 ..' 802.(118
1910 1,583,017
191T 1,008.047
1918 1.158.037
'919 1.074.018

1970 *2,240,000
I *JueUni«Ud, _
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In 1903 general business conditions th
were bad, but motor vehicle production a<

advance^ over the only preceding year
for which statistics had been gathered cr

(1899) and probably showed some gain di
over 1902, although there were not th
records kept for 1900, 1901, 1902. The t.ii
1899 figure is; from the Government w

census, whereas, not until 1902 did the lii
manufacturers collect statistics for the
industry as a whoje. j tr

In 1907 the output of many industries se
was heavily curtailed but all records for w

the making of automobiles were broken. se
This gives some idea of the vitality of 0(
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,o automobile industry, causing it to
Ivance in times of depression.
This stamina Is not due solely to the
eative brains of the automobile inistry.It rests on an even firmer basis ;
e insistent demand of modern clvilizamfor better transportation, coupled
ith the breakdown of street railway
les in many suburban communities.
There are 7,000,000 cars, in the oounyand about 800,000 trucks. The pasngermileage of automobiles in IS# 19
as 68.000,000,000, whereas the pasngermileage of railroads was 46,000.10.000.Of the motor cars 90 per cent.
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iiro used more or less for business. CO
per cent, of the mileage is utilitarian,
and the full service of trucks, of course,
is devoted to commercial efficiency.
When one looks forward, therefore,

into 1921 with its readjusted finances,
its storehouses filled with goods, one
must read there a steady demand for
automotive products. Especially is this
so when it is realized that automobile
salesmanship is in the early stages of
development.
The export market hardly has been

touched. The foreign shipments of
motor vehicles in the fiscal ^year 1920
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were nine times as large as any pre-wai
year. The ratio of ears to populatioi
in the United States is 1 to 14, in Grea'
Britain it is 1 to 180.
But the business appeal is not the sole

claim of the car.
The fact that the automobile is a vita

transportation unit serves as a firrr
foundation for the industry. It assures

stability in the times of commercial upset,and it entitles the car and truck t<
the highest consideration in the public
mind. The utility of the car and true!
ii a fact to which we may point wit!
pride.
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MPALACE CRO
E GREATEST
B MOTOR
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crati-

m 'u> Eighty-nine Makes of Autonn
. Purse and Every Taste, Ter

Enthusiasts at Twenty-fi
BREAKING all records for exhibit!

National Automdbile Show, under
mobile Chamber of Commerce, or

terday afternoon. From the-time the doo
noon the Palace was thronged, and the <

evening session. New York apparently h;
Twenty automobile shows have gone

the cars been staged in a more brillian
greeted visitors yesterday. There are elg
on the four floors of the Palace that are <

scores of cars set against a background
wonderful picture. There are cars of al
limousines, with their handsome tapestry
less imposing runabouts, which, while not
prove a magnet for those who may have

b<
nrn linnmnrnn mrr
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Society of Automotive Engi-!w
neers Holds Annual Con- c>

.SC

ivention Here. b«

th

X. A. A. C. ALSO MEETS rn
8e

>. Halls and Dinners Intersperse .<

Important Conferences on [i.
; Automobile. a'

th
m

During Automobile Show week there

will be many Important business meet- CJ

Ings and banquets. The National Au- bi
tomobile Chamber of Commerce Is th
active In this respect and will begin Its m

sessions with a meeting of Its Foreign ca

Trade Committee, at headquarters. 36S Kl
Madison avenue, on Tuesday, Jan. 11 at ,,J

10 A. M., while the Patents Committee ln
*Ua m-rrr> nl-roflnn ul-111 mpf-t lit tile SalTlf ^

hour. At 10:30 A. M. tho N. A. C. C. p'

Highways Committee will hold h session, c'

and at 2 :30 P. M. the N. A. C. C. Truck w

Committee will meet. In the evening 111

tho annual banquet of the N. A. C. C.
will take place at the Commodore, and
many Interesting speakers will address m
the gathering. The N*. A. C. C. directors
will hold their meeting at headquarters 't|
on Wednesday morning at 10 o'clock. th

Meetings that will be of decided lm- tr
portance to the automobile Industry wll« le

( be held during tho week by the Society g<

of Automotive Kngineers. Inc.. In thv pi
Engineering Society Hullding, 29 West m

Thirty-ninth street. These will begin on c*

Tuesday, Jan. 11, when there will be a of
standards meeting that will occupy both w

the morning ^nd afternoon. At this
there will be a discussion of the revisions
el and additions to prevailing S. A. K. m

Stndards and Recommended Practices, tr

which will be reported by the Divisions n<

of tho Standards Committee. In the evo- f<'

nlng there will be an aeronautic sea- of
sion. Vi

Tho annual business meeting of the hi
organization Is scheduled for Wodnes- <3<

day. Jan. 12, at 10 A. M. Committee
leports will be heaxd and nfllcers will be al

elected for tho ensuing year. There will '"

bo addressees by prominent executives of 1,1

the automotive industry.
After lunch on Tuesday there will *

te a body engineering session, an aeronauticsession and a chassis session. At
the first named the genesis of a closer '' 'l

cooperation between engineers engaged T'.
in this automotive work will be dl*-|

I cussed, consideration will ho pivon tol
tendency In design, construction and ^
methods of production nnd standardly- m

tlon and reduction of body weight will r(

bo encouraged. hr

At the chassis session there will be vl

discussion on Increasing the efficiency o(
the automotive chassis to conserve fuel. A

study haa been given to mechanical 1'
tosses, advisability of smaller engines 1'

ind higher axle rutloa, the reduction of d»

sprung and unsprung weight, and this VI
will be talked on. The possibility of' A
European typos of small cars in America I'
la another question.
On Wednesday night In the grand A

ballroom on the main floor of the Hotel R
Astor the annunl a. A. E. Carnival will C
take plKre. This In the annual reunion la
Of the 8. A. E family, where members, r

wives and sweethearts dance and make t)
merry. It Is the social event of the 8. A. E
E. year and a record attendance In F

promised. I H
Fuel and highway questions will K

occupy the engineers on Thursday. Fuel i I

will come first, and In the morning ther« M
will be discussion of efficient utilisation M
of present high endpolnt gasolene In In- rr

ternal combustion engines, analysis of 'a
valuable research In the phenomena of I
combustion and detonation nnd the em-i'c
ployment of Increased compression press nt

ure with the knock eliminated Thin lb
.1 y. - I (5,
HI Continued cn TMrd i'ogs, 18t
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WDED AS
NATIONAL
10W OPENS
Dbile, Designed for Every
npt Multitude of Motor
i*st Annual Display.
i and attendance, the Twenty-first
the auspices of the National Auto>enedin Grand Central Palace yearsopened at 2 o'clock In the after:rowdreached its height during the

is again gone automobile mad.
down into history, but never have

t, alluring setting than that which
hty-nlne different makes of vehicles
levoted to the show, and this meane
of red and green, forming a most

11 sizes and prices, and the stately
and silver trimmings, vie with the
as gorgeous as the big closed cars,
limousine appetites, but only runa>utbank accounts.
This year's show is easily the most
'mprchenslve one that has ever been
'Id anywhere iti the world. Cars for
ery pocketbook was apparently the
m of the management. The costly
ouusiucs unu scaans attracted theiilionairn, the touring cars took the
:tcntion of the chap who has not yetado his million, while the lighter rnodsdrew that part of the gatheringhich never expects to have a million.
Itogether it was a real cosmopolitanowd that attended the opening, manyiclety people and prominent club m< n
ing noted in the throng.
Perhaps only the expert can discover
le changes In the cars shown this year
compared with last. What betterentshave been made are of a conrvatlvocharacter. Radicalism was

scarded by motor car manufacturers
vars ago. Stream lines are more pro>unced,running in several Instances
om the radiator hood right back to
ie rear seat, but for the most part>dy designs are little changed except
i to their beauty. To the artistic eye
ie present display of motor cars has
?ver been surpassed.
Kngine» attracted a lot of attenlloe
om the visitors. The four and six
Under type, as usual, predominate,
it the crowd was also interested ind eltrht nrnl tw»lv^ u - *L"MV^ ... ... u<ul mil lliw
otive power of several higher priced
,rs. .Without doubt each type of ennehas Its value, buf many manufao
rers have made a success of developftand concentrating on the one par:ulardesign they believe best for theiroduct. However, the visitor had a
lanco to compare all models, for the/
ere on the four floors of the Talace, In
1 models.
Charles Clifton, president of the AutoobileChamber of Commerce, opened
ic show. There Were no formal cereonles,but the early arrivals gasped^the wondrous spectacle that greeted
tern. The hundred or more pillars on
te main floor were covered with aelliswork entwined with vines and
aves, while the red and green back-oundof the color scheme provided a
cture of beauty. That dealers and
anufacturers had cooperated magnlf

ntlywith 8. A. Miles, general managerthe exposition, was evident. The cars
ere tastefully arranged.
Visitors yesterday were pleased with
o traffic arrangements that have been
ade for handling the crowds. An exaelevator, capable of carrying a larg
jmber of passengers, has been fitted jp
r use, Ift addition to the usual battery
passenger cars. This additional eleitorIn the rear of the building was a

g help In handling the crowds. In or»rto avoid crowding all elevators w 111
irry passengers only on upward trips,
id then they will not stop at any floor
stween the first and the fourth. In
its manner the crowd was taken to the
urth floor and used the broad stairaysIn their descent.
The accessory exhibits attracted thouindsof the visitors. These were lo-
ilea en ne inira .inu tounn noors
hose who at present own car* were
out Interested. There are hundred* of
>oths displaying thousand* of device*
tat go to make for comfort In autnnblleownership, and from the smallest
ittor pin to special tops that can hlistedIn rainy weather they wire on
fW.
Heginnlng to-morrow which will oe

'I America Day, the show will open *
> A. M. and remain open dally until
>:.t0 P. M. until Saturday neat. Tusstywill he Automotive Engineers' Dnv ;
'ednosday, Society Day: Thursday,
rmy and Navy Day: Friday, Dealers'
ar. and Saturday, Suburban Day.
The cars exhibited at the show are?
nderson. Apperson, Auburn, Briscoe,
ulck, Cadillac, Allen, American, Case,
halmcrs. Chandler, Chevro'et. Clevend.Cole, Coltimhla. Commonwealth,
row-F'khart, Davis, Detroit Electric,
lxle Flyer, Dodge, Doris. Dort. DuPont,
tear. Flirin. Fergus. Flat. FrankHn.
r|rnd, fSrant, Hanson, Hntlleld, Haynes,
o'mes. Hudson. Hupn. Jackson. Jordan.
I«se! Kar. Kline, LaFayettr. Lexington,
Iherty, t-Ircoln. Locomobile, Lorraine
cFfirlan, Mnlbnhm, Marmon. Maxwell
veer Mllhurn Eh otrio, Mitchell. Monic.M»on. Nash. National, Noma. Oa

nd. OldsmoWle, Overland. Pnskard.
iige. Van American. Paterson, Pee*

«.Piedmont, Pierce-Arrow, Pilot, V
ler, Rauch ft l.anc Electric. Ki
namcr, R ft B. Knight, Paxon, Savers

Scrlpps-Booth, Standard, Jtf.
earns, Stephen* Btavsas-? rysa«

I


